The captive breeding and reintroduction of endangered invertebrate species is increasingly being carried out by zoos and other conservation organisations. Veterinary involvement in the captive care of invertebrates, including disease investigation and screening for normal and abnormal micro-organisms, can result in improving not only the welfare of the animals but also the conservation value of the breeding programmes concerned.
Invertebrates comprise over 90% (Cunningham and Frank, 1993) .
There is a growing awareness of the dangers of the accidental introduction of alien parasites when translocating animals (Cunningham, 1996) , and this applies equally whether the target species has an internal or an external skel- 
